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4 

Lands Withheld, Boundaries 
Restricted 

Speech delivered By Hon. Robert Rogers, Minister of 
Public Works, in the Provincial Legislature 
February 23rd, 1906 . 


Hon. Robert Rogers had the floor in 
the legislature on Friday. He spoke for 
nearly two hours, and covered a range 
of subjects which at Hie present moment 
are of intense interest to Manitoba. Mr. 
Rogers* speech was forceful and effec¬ 
tive, particularly in his presentation of 
the local government’s case in the mat¬ 
ter of swamp lands, in his exposition of 
Manitoba’s claims to extension of her 
boundaries, and in his vigorous treat¬ 
ment of the decadence of the Canadian 
judiciary. 

He made it clear that the Dominion 
government is committed to a policy of 
antagonism to this province, and he 
made clear also the reason, which is 
nothing more or less than the federal 
ministry’s desire to force separate 
schools upon Manitoba, under threat of 
refusing her natural and obvious claims 
to territorial expansion. What the local 
government’s next step in this import¬ 
ant question will be Mr. Rogers did not 
•indicate, but he made it known that 
there will be no truckling to Ottawa. 

Mr. Rogers exploded an oft repeated 
charge that the Roblin government sold 
25G,000 acres of Hudson’s Bay land at 
$1.56 per acre. "The simple fact is," 
said the Minister, "that the province of 
Manitoba never owned 250,000 acres, and 
therefore could not possibly sell them.” 
The reason Manitoba did not own the 
lands, he explained, was due to the im¬ 
provident bargain made by the Green¬ 
way government. 

Manitobans will learn with anything 
but satisfaction that the Dominion gov¬ 
ernment is taking revenues from public 
lands which rightly belong to this pro¬ 
vince, and notice has been served on the 
lands department by the minister of 
justice, that Manitoba must not accept 
one dollar of revenue from these lands. 


Mr. Rogers frankly admitted that 
there had been some slight increase in 
civil administration. One reason was 
the growth of the province, entailing 
more administrative work, the other 
was the expense incurred by the attor¬ 
ney-general’s department in prosecuting 
the crooks who operated in the late 
federal elections. 

An Easy Task 

lion. Robert Rogers, resuming the de¬ 
bate on the budget said: 

Mr. Speaker—Seldom, if ever, has it 
been my privilege and my pleasure to ask 
your attention and the attention of the 
members of this house where the task 
before me was more easy than the one 
which presents itself this afternoon. It 
is easy, Mr. Speaker, in the first place 
because of the fact that my hon. friend, 
the provincial treasurer, in his magnifi¬ 
cent budget speech, which he delivered 
to the house on Wednesday last, was 
able to make a statement of the affairs 
of the province so clear, so full and so 
complete that there is really nothing 
left for me to add, and I am sure it 
would be impossible for any hon. mem¬ 
ber of this house to undertake to sup¬ 
plement or add anything to that state¬ 
ment in order that it could be made 
more clear, as to the financial posi¬ 
tion of the province in which we live 
than it was left by my friend the prov¬ 
incial treasurer when he resumed his 
seat. My task is further made 
easy by the speech of my friend 
the leader of the opposition, a 
speech which was very moderate, 
very calm, very mild and indeed very 
fair. I would like to take this, the 
first opportunity, of extending to my' 
friend, my deep feelings of sympathy in 
the position which he occupied, because 
let me say this, that no matter how 
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willing lio may have been, no matter 
how anxiouti ho may have boon, no mat¬ 
ter how able ho might bo a it would bo 
impossible for him, or aiiy other gen¬ 
tleman, either inshlo the house or out¬ 
side, to stand up hero and successfully 
controvert the statements and the facts 
laid down in the budget speech. 

Accepts the Challenge 
My task is again still further mado 
easy, and more than that it is mado 
pleasant, in view of the fact that my 
old friend, the Free Press, in its issue 
of yesterday, was good enough to throw 
out a challenge or. intimation that the 
time lmd arrived when tho house and 
the country should either hear from 
my lion, friend tho attorney-general or 
myself with respect to matters in 
dispute between tho people of this 
province and the government at Ottawa. 
Let mo say at once that I am at home 
six days in tho week, 52 weeks in the 
year, and am only too glad to accept 
any challenge that can ho thrown out by 
my friend tho Free Press, to discuss any 
question which affects the administra¬ 
tion of the affairs of the province in 
which we live, and I trust I may he 
able to gratify the request as made in 
the Free Press in its issue of yester¬ 
day, before I resume my seat this af¬ 
ternoon. 

However, before undertaking to deal 
with that matter I desire to ask your at¬ 
tention while I devote a little time, and 
I trust some respect to my friend, the 
leader of the opposition. Let me say that 
in so far as the general remarks of my 
hon. friend the leader of the onnosition 
are concerned, I have very little fault to 
find. I was amused, however, at his ef¬ 
fort to establish, if he possibly could, 
the fact that some credit was due to the 
government of which he was so. long a 
member, for the splendid showing and 
the financial position laid down by the 
provincial treasurer. In other words he 
claimed that the administration of our 
predecessors was entitled to some credit 
for the magnificent showing which my 
friend the provincial treasurer ip able 
to present today. 

While lie made this statement 
lie utterly failed. In my opinion, 
to allow to tills lionsc, and to the 
people of the country, where the 
government of our predecessors 
have been entitled to a single, 
solitary, tittle of credit for the sur¬ 
plus shown. (Applause.) 

Only Six New Licenses 
The leader of the opposition was good 
enough to say that of course we were 
entitled to all the credit of having raised 
by way of taxation on corporations and 
railways in this province, nearly half 
a million dollars. He went on to ack¬ 
nowledge that we were entitled to some 


on Manitoba*# Jlu/IUs . 

credit with rospcob to tho increased fees 
of liquor licenses, although ho snid it 
was duo in a great measure to tho in¬ 
crease in tho number of licenses. I may 
toll him that tho increase in licenses in 
1005 was simply six in nutnber over 
that of HUM. This may ho a nur* 
priso to my friend, tho loader of tho 
opposition and tho gentleman opposite 
who have had so much to say with re¬ 
spect to tho largo number of licenses is¬ 
sued during tho past year. ITowcvor this 
is a question that will be dealt with la¬ 
ter on, and it is not necessary for ub to 
go into it in details today. 

A Surprising Statement 
Tho most surprising statement made 
by my friend tho leader of tho opposi¬ 
tion was with respect to tho provincial 
lands of this province, and I am glad 
that ho has been pleased to rise in his 
place today to take tin's, his first op¬ 
portunity, to apologize to tins house 
and to tho country for some of the mis¬ 
statements which lie had tho misfortune 
to make yesterday and statements made, 
no doubt, by him in error. I want to say 
in fairness to my friend that I am 
suro he would not rise in his place to 
make a statement if lie did not believe 
it to he true, 1 am willing to acknow¬ 
ledge that in my judgment and in my 
opinion he is much too honest a man 
to do anything of that sort. However, 
for reasons best known to himself, lie 
. was led into making the mis-statements 
for which he has just now been 
good enough to apologize. Let me 
say that the unfortunate part is 
that in making the official statement 
lie did yesterday he has taken the re¬ 
cords of the Dominion government. No 
doubt be lias taken the official orders 
in council as published in the official 
Canada Oazetie. and there lie thought 
he found we had received 414,000 acres 
of swamp lands since we came into 
power in 1900. 

My friend is willing to acknow¬ 
ledge that lie wun mistaken in 
this, but I think lie should linve 
gone u Ilttc further and said that 
lie was prepared to join with the 
government and the members on 
this side of tlic bouse, that we have 
Just cause for grievance In com¬ 
plaining of the attitude and the 
actions of the Dominion govern¬ 
ment In falling to give us the 
grants of swamp lands to which 
we arc entitled. (Applause.) 

1 can understand my friend making 
this mistake from the figures which 
they sent out, leaving * the impression 
that they had given 414,000 acres, when 
as a matter of fact, and I regret to 
have to correct my hon. friend 
even in the statement he has just 
made, we only received 200,169 
acres. He has evidently been misled 
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again by his calculation from the of- 
ilcinl organ of the Dominion govern* 
meat, Nob only that, but in order that 
I may show to this house and tho people 
of tho country how anxious tho Domin¬ 
ion government is to punish tho people 
of this province, 

I mu nl to draw tho attention of 
my frlcurt, tlie lender of the oppo- 
nit Ion, to the fuel tlmt not only 
have they reflated to transfer tin 
thlM land, ultliough we have reason 
to expect It from their own or- 
der-lii-coinicll two or three yearn 
ago* they still hold It anil It will 
he Interesting to the house, and 
my friend, the lender of the op¬ 
position, to know that no¬ 
tice ira* nerved on the public 
IiiihIn department hy no less a per¬ 
son than the minister of justice, 
which notice wiim to the effect that 
the province of Manitoba and the 
InndN department must lie very 
careful not to accept one dollar of 
revenue even for liny permits or 
for timber dues and In the mean¬ 
time the Dominion government | M 
accepting money which Mliould 
properly go Into the treasury of 
thin province. 

An Unfair Comparison 

I want my friend to take note of this, 
and surely 1 will not appeal to him in vain, 
and to rise in his place and say that he 
19 willing to join with the government 
of tho day in pleading with the govern¬ 
ment at Ottawa that some measure 
of justice may be done, and that 
the little province of Manitoba may he 
recognized at all events as having some 
rights in the small matter of the hay 
permits and timber dues. My friend’s 
calculation as to the average price of 
land sold by the government is very 
misleading. He undertook to es¬ 
tablish that we were getting hut 
very little more for our land at the 
present time than was being re¬ 
ceived during the regime of the govern¬ 
ment of which he was a member. Lot 
me say this, and here we have another 
evidence of the anxiety of our friends 
at Ottawa to punish the people of this 
province, that the present minister of 
justice holds that the only swamp lands 
to which we are entitled, and which are to 
be handed over to the government, must he 
submerged lands. Is it a fair com¬ 
parison to compare the value of sub¬ 
merged land with the value of land 
such as is sold by the Canadian Pacific 
railway, the Hudson’s Bay company, or 
any other corporation in this country? 

Land Under Water 
Such is the interpretation 03 placed 
by the minister of justice. Let me 
again ask my friend the leader of the 
opposition, if land under water in this 
province is worth more today than 
in 1899. That is the question he 


should ask himself. In ordor to make 
a favorable comparison ho undertakes to 
inoliulo 250,000 uoros of land which is 
commonly known ns Iludsons Bay land, 
and lie charges tho government of to¬ 
day with having sold it at $1.50 per 
acre. 

I want any to tliln house and 
the people of the country, nnd I 
wfMfi It to be well understood,that 
when tiny member of tlilN house, 
or any gcntlomun outside, ou any 
platform, undertaken to any that 
the province of Munltolm and the 
government of the day* have gold 
250,000 acres of Hudson liny laud 
at $1.50 per nerc, lie makes a «<ntc- 
ment absolutely Incorrect* and not 
In accordance with fact* (Hear, 
hear.) The dimple fact In that tho 
province of Manitoba never own¬ 
ed 250,000 such acre*, and there¬ 
fore could not possibly sell them. 
The rciiNon we did not own the 
land Is owing to the burgoln made 
by Sir. fireenway. 

Would Take Twewty Years 
I hold in my hand a copy of tho 
agreement made by the Greenway gov¬ 
ernment and tho Lake Manitoba and 
Canal company, and it is distinctly 
therein laid down that wo have no title 
and could get no title to this acreage as 
referred to by tho leader of tho opposi¬ 
tion. Here is tho agreement: 

The company further expressly 
agrees with the government that 
the company will from and out of 
any lord grant that may bo earned 
in respect of the portion of the 
lino of railway herein agreed to 
be aided cause to be assigned or 
transferred to the government all 
the right title and interest in and 
right to patents for two hundred 
mid fifty-six thousand acres of 
land In the province of Manitoba* 
which shall be fairly fit for set¬ 
tlement, n portion of mich land 
-•rant to be selected therefrom by 
the government by alternate odd 
numbered sections In the odd num¬ 
bered townships and odd num¬ 
bered ranges, COMMENCING AT 
THE SOUTH-EASTERN ODD 
NUMBERED TOWNSHIP OP SUCH 
RAND GRANT, thence westerly 
nlong the southern tier of town¬ 
ships, thence easterly along the 
third tier of townships* and so on 
northward* until the said two 
hundred and fifty-six thousand 
acres, fairly fit for settlement, 
have been selected, BUT NOT TO 
INCRUDE ANY PORTION OP THE 
ORIGINAR RAND GRANT TO THE 
COMPANY, AS SCHEDULED BY 
ORDER - IN - COUNCIL BEAR¬ 
ING DATE CTH DAY OP JUNE, 
1802, OR ANY RAND SOLD IN 
THE ORDINARY COURSE OP 
BUSINESS TO INTENDING OR 
ACTUAL SETTLERS, and such 
land when transferred to th« ‘gov¬ 
ernment shall be accepted by the 
government in satisfaction of 
any claim which the government 
may have against the Winnipeg 
& Hudson Bay Railway & Steam¬ 
ship company, or the Winnipeg 
Great Northern railway, or against 
the property and assets of such 
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companion, or olthor of thorn* or 
Bimll, at lha request of thu con- 
tmotura, usslgn to aontrac- 
tors, or to whom they may 
appoint tho claim and Uomnnd of 
tno province of Manitoba as 
ugalnst tho said railway companies, 
or olthor of them in this clause 
mentioned and any security hold 
In rasped thereof* ami It In liore- 
In iiKrcvri that iim to the part of 
the eomiMtiy’M Hite* lieyoml the 
nuIiI el«lily miles, the guarantee In 
thin eoiitruot provided for Nliiill 
not* If no decided hy the govem* 
meat, come Into force, until ihc 
coitipaiiy have MatlNfled the gov* 
eminent that hy the eoiiNtmetloa 
of the line of railway hereby 
agreed to he aided miicIi land Kraut 
Nlinl] he earned, and that the emu* 
puny nIiiiII be In micli a ponlilon 1 
on Maid line being hallt to siMUgit 
mid triuiNfer the Maine um ahovo 
mentioned* 

Wo observe, Mr, Speaker, that the 
agreement provides that such land when 
transferred to the government shall bo 
accepted by tho government in satisfac¬ 
tion of any claim, Tt was impossible 
for ns to get a transfer until tho same 
was surveyed. We undertook as best 
we could to secure a title. When 
we came into office wo found that 
before we could get a title it 
was necessary to have tho lands 
surveyed. Otir bite lamented .1, A. Dav¬ 
idson, provincial treasurer, and minister 
of tlio public lands deparlimml, went, 
to a great deal of trouble. TTo went twice 
to Ottawa and interviewed the minister 
of the interior. T wont, with him hi the 
winLor of 1902, and wo lmd an inter¬ 
view with the minister of the interior, 
and we pleaded for a survey ns soon as 
possible in order to get a title to the 
acreage named in tho agreement. Our 
request was promised favorable consid¬ 
eration, but wc waited until 1902 and 
1110,‘i and 1904—there was no sign of a 
single solitary surveyor going out. It 
would take at the rate tlie government 
is making surveys, at least fifty years 
before it was possible to secure a title 
to the land in question.' 

Outside the Fact 

Therefore when any member of this 
house undertakes to toll tho people of 
tho country that we have sold land at 
$1.50 per aero they make a statement 
that is not in accordance with fact. (Ap¬ 
plause.) Wc have not been able to get 
the land for the simple reason that we 
could not get it surveyed, and 
that is the reason we were obliged 
to make the. arrangement we did 
with respect to the Hudson Bay lands. 
For example, during the very best year 
that ever was it lias been * apparently 
impossible for the Dominion government 
to even survey one acre of swamp land 
for this province. My friend went 
on to deal with the Manitoba and 


Northwestern lands, and ho folb lioi'o 
that there was some little com¬ 
fort for the policy of tho govern¬ 
ment of which liu was a member. My 
friend* the provincial treasurer was 
sonorous enough to give some credit 
in this regard, It is trim that wo are 
going to come out of tliiu trausuotion 
without any loss, and I hope with some 
profit. Let mo ask my friend if this 
condition of affairs is duo to tho ad¬ 
ministration of tho govornmont of which 
ho was a member. Why, then Mr. 
Green way made tho bargain with the 
Manitoba and Northwest railway ho lmd 
a scheme, ns bu called it, „f /,1s 

Hn U Ja IlUt . Wna , ll ° fi°i"g to do with it? 
ft 0 T, fl ® to advertise tho land In 
he United States and Eastern Canada, 
J ?' 1 1 «n«to™tand also tlmPho was g£ 
*ng to employ auctioneers to sell nt L 
upsofc price of three dollars per acre 
wr t ? aIes Auctioneers 

time wl?/ HO i m ° e ^ oriG ” co "tout that 
sa 03 of JamI this province 
nrnt^ Uctl0 /I eors ’ Unfortunately for the 

Ed oorti'ln E-'™" government so- 
. llllotl °ncors to go out nnd 

was donn? SC r laniIs of 0l,r9 - What 
what dw lr !* reslllt of tllc sales 

oMl.e Lnfl ih ° r " Hhns of tho Lionels 

ashamed '-V T,™ °T siio who so 
asnamed of themselves that thev an- 

TiT lmiSS /T, to inv *»tigato the 
went , ^port'that was brought in 

s ^ owr that MANY THOUS- 

H^vn' SSrS 0 ^ 1 ^ 13 THAT SHOULD 
UAVE BEEN PAID TO THE CltFDIT 

LAND FUND" OF 

^\\T?rrer\T 'V$ 1XE SQUANDERED 
AND GIVEN BACK TO POLITICAL 

J^J-ENDS as a result of the 
CROOKED SALES EFFECTED. Do 
.von mean to tell mo that if a policy 
of this kind had been carried out in 
this regard that we would have the 
magnificent showing which the provin- 
cuu treasurer is able to show today 
with respect to the .sale and adminis¬ 
tration of the northwest lands? 

A Generous Statement 
There is more than this. My friend 
the provincial treasurer was so gener¬ 
ous in his statement that he overlooked 
to tell the house and the leader of the 
opposition that when wc came into pow¬ 
er we found this bargain as made by 
Mr. Greenway with respect to the Mani¬ 
toba and Northwest lands in the shape 
that we did not hold a single acre. We 
could not get a title until we had paid 
the Dominion government 10 cents per 
acre for the survey, which amounted to 
some $54,000, and in addition to this, 
as a result of the bargain, the Green¬ 
way government -undertook to relieve 
the company from taxation until the 
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your 1010 wlion ilia bonds boenmo duo. 
My frloiul llio loader of ilia opposition 
was proud ut' tho opening of tula ses¬ 
sion to any that tho northern portion 
of tlio province was inoro fertile and pro¬ 
ductive than any other part, what 
does this moan and prove? It proves 
that ilia government of Mr. Norquay 
made a contract with the Manitoba and 
S.W. Railway company and gave thorn 
$700,000 worth of bonds similar to those 
given for the construction of the north¬ 
western railway. 

The Facts Today 

What are the facts today? You have 
only to turn to tho public accounts for 
the last few years ami tliero you will 
find thnt wo collected yonr by year tho 
sum of $10,000 for taxes on tho Mani¬ 
toba. and S,\V. railway. If the northwest 
portion of tho province is so much more 
fertile than the southern portion as my 
friend tho leader of tho opposition would 
have us believe, what amount should wo 
he collecting today? We would he col¬ 
lecting at least $10,000 a year. These 
however, are side issues. 

Figures for Purposes 
My friend went on to deal with tho 
case of civil government, lie undertook 
by a statement which ho submitted to 
tho house to establish the fact that 
civil government was costing more to¬ 
day than it did in 1800. I am free to 
acknowledge thnt in this my friend was 
undoubtedly correct. I have not had 
time to examine his figures, but I am 
satisfied that he would not make a 
statement if he did not believe it to 
be true. But if T had time T would 
be curious enough to examine that state¬ 
ment, and see how it compared with the 
old figures which were published by the 
Liberal party in 1800 and sent broadcast 
up and down the country to show how 
cheaply the affairs of this province wore 
being administered by the government 
of that time. (Laughter.) 

Careful Leaving Out 
Take, for example, the department 
over which I have the honor to preside. 
The statement was sent out to the 
people of this country that that depart¬ 
ment was being managed at a cost of 
$5,000 or $0,000, but in order to arrive 
at that conclusion they were careful 
to leave out the salaries of the most 
important officials of the department. 

It is easy to make statements of this 
kind, but I do not think my friend the 
leader of the opposition would inten¬ 
tionally mislead. The fact remains, 
however, that the cost of civil govern¬ 
ment is undoubtedly greater today than 
it was in 1S0.9. And necessarily so be¬ 
cause of the great advancement that 


lms taken place up and down tho 
country, 

Some Serious Crimoa 
Tho loader of ilia opposition wont on 
to make further comparisons, and 
named tho department of tho attorney- 
general. I think hu referred to tho faeb 
that a largo increase had takan nlaco in 
tho cost of administration of that de¬ 
partment. I stand hero to say to my 
friend, tlio lander of tho opposition, to 
tlio house, and to tho people of tlio coun¬ 
try, that 

X would not lio lit nil MirttrlNcd to 
letirn thnt tlio cost of tlio mliMlnl*- 
triitlon of jimtlce In Mnnllobu whs 
liirircr during tlio yonr 1005 tlinn 
durfiiK liny prcvloiiN year In the 
lilrtlory of the province, Let me 
tell you tlie rciiNon why* Out* of I In* 
rriiHonN In duo to the fact that In 
tlio your lOOt we hud u Dominion 
olccllon covering the province of 
Mmillolm, mid iin n rcNtilt of tlmt 
election 4lic nUorney-«eneral and 
the government of the province 
felt culled ution to brlnjf to whnt 
we thought JuNtlcc men who had 
been guilty of tlie iturnt NerlouM 
crlmcN which had ever been com¬ 
mitted wllhln the four cornem of 
the province* 

Reasons for Failure 
Jt is true you toll us wo did not suc¬ 
ceed. Tlmt was not our fault. We wero 
alfio to establish that men in this pro¬ 
vince had been guilty of taking away 
the rights of the citizens of tho coun¬ 
try who had been here for twenty and 
thirty years. They had deprived them 
of their dearest rights, their franchise. 
Although wo ■went before tho courts of 
this country and established the guilt 
of tho individuals, yet it is true we 
failed to get a conviction. I want to 
draw tho attention of tho house to the 
reasons why we failed in this matter. 
We were tliero with our case before a 
judge of this province, and we wero able 
to prove that ‘ certain individuals were 
guilty of mutilating lists and taking 
away the liberties and tho franchises 
of hundreds of our best and oldest citi¬ 
zens. Notwithstanding the fact that 
we established a case in every 5»cnso 
before the court we failed to get a con¬ 
viction. 

The Bar of Justice 

T want to draw the attention of the 
members of the house to a copy of one 
of the lists to which I refer, m order 
that they may understand it. T r anoy 
almost every "member lias seen a copy, 
but I want them to look at it again and 
again in order that they may under3md 
the full effect and meaning of the po¬ 
sition which we were in. 

Here In a llNt containing 155 
nnmeN. nml forty-two NulTerod from 
the ciTcctN of tlie thin r*«I line. 
Although we were nl»Ie to Anil the 
men who were guilty and able to 
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bring them to what wc thought 
was 41)0 bur of Justice, we Uhl not 
succeed. W'liyf Heouiise we 
found there it pmtlHiin Judge, who 
won willing to say, mid who Uhl 
Niiy* Hint It won not nit ollcnco 
against the criminal code of the 
country In which wo live* 
(“.Slimue*”) I ask you who ever 
heard of such a flailing an that, 
and that In what wc are up against* 

Tho Judge's Directions 
VVlint happened? This learned judge 
was afraid no doubt of tho jury, and lie 
at once took upon himself the'responsi¬ 
bility of instructing them that they 
must bring in a verdict of not guilty. 
That was tho reason why wo did nob 
succeed in bringing thoso criminals to 
justice. Let me say more. It is an un¬ 
fortunate fact, but nevertheless true, 
that the bar of tho province of Mani¬ 
toba is not the only bar in the Domin¬ 
ion that lias been tainted by partisan 
judges. Take the last session of the par¬ 
liament of Canada, when legislation was 
introduced with respect to the judges of 
our country. What docs that legislation 
contain? lb provides that no judge 
mentioned in this act shall either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly act as director or 
manager of any corporation, but devote 
hnnself exclusively- to his judicial du¬ 
ties. To read such a clause you would 
think that the duties and responsibili¬ 
ties of the judges and the judiciary of 
Canada were delincd by parliament. Bub 
wlint do wc find? Wc find certain judges 
up and down the country acting in de¬ 
fiance of the law, and openly’continu¬ 
ing their positions on companies and 
corporations. 

Mutual Back Scratching 
What reason do they give? Simply 
because llicy recognize and realize that 
they are protected by the government 
at Ottawa, and they tell us, at nil 
events it has been said, that that legis¬ 
lation did not mean anything, because 
there is no penalty clause attached. In 
other words THERE SEEMS TO BE AH 
UNWRITTEN* UNDERSTANDING BE¬ 
TWEEN THE POWERS THAT BE AT 
OTTAWA AND SOME OF THE JUDI¬ 
CIARY, that “You scratch my back and 
Pll scratch yours,” and for Liberal heel¬ 
ers to mutilate our lists after the fa¬ 
shion of the one which I have presented 
to your notice. (Laughter and ap¬ 
plause.) That is the simple condition 
of things which exists in the country 
today, so far a^ the judiciary is con¬ 
cerned. Wc have evidence of this, not 
alone in Manitoba, but wo have it in 
Ontario, where a short time ago two 
learned judges were selected ns a com¬ 
mission to investigate most serious 
charges. They brought in a finding 
which is. no doubt, known to every 
member of this house. I refer to the 
Gamey matter, which was a disgrace 


and a discredit lo * tho judges them¬ 
selves, and tho bench of which tlioy 
were supposed to bo honored members, 

Stuffing Samples 

It is not alone in Ontario that wo 
have evidence of this kind, but wo lmvo 
it in the new provinces just formed to 
tho west. Wo had evidence of it at 
Regina tho other day, whore Mr. Laird 
was elected by a majority, but tho bal¬ 
lot boxes wore proven to have been 
stuffed, yet this was legalized by 
tlm judge hearing tho # case. 
There is a further sample in Prince Al¬ 
bert, where it was necessary to elect a 
Liberal candidate, and in order to do 
this men were found who were willing 
to go out and stuff a couple of ballot 
boxes to the extent of lfiO votes. Tho 
ballot boxes wero supposed to be used 
for certain polls, but it was established 
that polls had never been opened at all. 
Notwithstanding all that, the fine plac¬ 
ed on thoso individuals was only $200, 
and when it was necessary to have tho 
ballots counted in order that the Liberal 
should be elected, what happened again? 
If wc are to believe the newspapers tho 
ballot boxes lmd to be taken to a black¬ 
smith's shop and broken open, and the 
ballots thrown out in the presence of a 
judge well known in the province of 
Manitoba. Again what happened? This 
learned gentleman, notwithstanding all 
the facts of the case, declared the Liberal 
candidate elected. (“Shame.”) 

Let me ony here that It will only 
he necessary to have a few more 
election trials, anil a few more 
Much decisions ns those I have de¬ 
scribed, when the judiciary «*i 
country will occupy the unenvi¬ 
able position of being despised by 
the dogs and crows. (Applause.) 

A Proud Position 

I have departed somewhat from my 
subject and what the leader of the op¬ 
position said, but I do not propose to 
follow him in the details of the various 
statements which he has made. I am 
satisfied, and I am sure the members of 
the house and the people of the country 
are satisfied with the statement of the 
provincial treasurer. 

During the six years we have 
been in power we have Moved out 
of ordinary revenue and ruunlng 
the machinery of the country the 
handsome sum of 51 . 200,000 for the 
people. (Applause.) It Is only 
necessary for us to continue the 
policy one or two years more, and 
we will he In the proud position 
of having saved n sufficient sum 
to pay the obligations placed on the 
shoulders of the people by the 
Greenway government. X ask you 
what more satisfactory or more 
gratifying statement than this 
could It be possible for any prov¬ 
incial treasurer to make in bis 
budget speech? This Is sufficient 
for me to take to the people of the 
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country, null to csUihllNti to them 
that tlicy ure milking no mistake 
when they coutluiie tlielr con- 
Ihlence In the present government. 
(Applause), 

Born Too Into 

And this, too, notwithstanding that wo 
are handicapped na no other province Ima 
over hcon before. Wo aro handicapped 
in the first place by being shorn of our 
lands, timber, minerals, and fisheries, 
items which in other provinces largely 
contribute to the revenue. However, 
wo aro not fortunate enough to hnvo 
them. In my opinion as a province wo 
were unfortunately in this regard horn 
too late. Wo were horn at a time when 
many of the public men of our country 
had no confidence in our resources, and 
no hope for our future, and in view of 
this wo were not given that full measure 
of self-government that it would appear 
wo arc entitled to today. 

A Desirable Settlement 
If there is one feature of our con¬ 
dition that must be more gratifying than 
another to the citizens of the country 
it is the fact that from the day of our 
creation to the present moment every 
government that has held office lias at 
all events, no matter what their 
shortcomings have been, been loyal 
to the best interests of the prov¬ 
ince, and loyal in their desire to 
promote everything that can contribute 
to the advancement and development of 
the province which, in turn, th«y had 
the honor to represent. Not only have 
the government been loyal, but the 
good citizens up and down the country 
have been loyal, too, and as a result of 
their loyalty and their pioneer effort 
they have established the confidence in 
our country which exists today. There¬ 
fore, it has been demonstrated not only 
to eastern Canada but to our neighbors 
to the south that there is no country 
under the sun more desirable for the 
incoming settler than Manitoba and the 
Northwest Territories. (Applause.) 

Extension of Boundary 
As a result of this advancement two 
now provinces have been formed. Let 
me say that with the formation of these 
two new provinces we naturally felt 
that our ambition would be gratified at 
all events to the extending of our bound¬ 
aries, and given that additional ter¬ 
ritory for which we have been claim¬ 
ing and for which we have been so un¬ 
animous in our demands during past 
years. It would be idle for me to under¬ 
take to recount* to the house the number of 
resolutions which were passed year af¬ 
ter year asking the Dominion govern¬ 
ment to consider our demands in this 
regard. Last year we felt that the time 
had arrived when not only should we 
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pass resolutions, but tlmfc they hIioiiM 
bo followed up by definite action on our 
part. I am pleased to say tlmfc a re¬ 
solution was not only unanimously pass¬ 
ed by this house, but wo lmd tho hon¬ 
or of being entrusted by lion, gentle¬ 
men opposite as an executive to take 
the matter before tho powers that bo 
at Ottawa, in order that wo might hope 
to secure the extension to which we are 
entitled. 

The Famous Visit 

When this resolution was passed by the 
bouse it was nt once followed by a defin¬ 
ite action on the part of the executivc.The 
first action taken was the following let¬ 
ter written by the provincial secretary, 

Department of the Provincial 
Secretary, Winnipeg, Man* 

January 20th, 1005. 
Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
G.C.M.G.. President of tlic King’* 
Privy Council for Canada, Ot¬ 
tawa, Ont, 

Sir,—The government of Mani¬ 
toba, on n motion of the leglsla- 
tfvc assembly, linn today forward¬ 
ed to hl« excellency tlic governor- 
general, a memorial relating to 
the extern ion of the boundaries of 
the province, and I am directed to 
write yon and request that you 
he iJoAHCd to appoint nn early 
dote for receiving n deputation 
from the government of Manltohn 
In relation to the matter. It would 
he appreciated If such a date 
could be named for the first or 
* second week to February. 

I have the honor to be sir. 

Your obedient servant, 

D, H. McFADDEX, 
Provincial Secretary. 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier replied, date Jan, 
24, 1905: 

Dear Sir,—I have the honor to 
nckiiowlcdjre xhe receipt of your 
favor of the 20*1i lust. Informing 
me that the legislative assembly 
has forwarded to Ills excellency 
the Rovoruor-trcneriil-iii-cnuDclI. u 
memorial relating to the extension 
of the boundaries of the province 
of Manitoba, and asking to have n 
date fixed for receiving a deputa¬ 
tion from the government of Man. 
Holm in connection with this mat¬ 
ter. 

The memorial has not yet been 
received nt the office of the privy 
council. I shall bring yoar request 
to the attention of the government 
as soon as possible after Its re¬ 
ceipt, and will communicate with 
yon again later on. 

Yours very sincerely, 
WILFRID LAURIER. 

Hon. D. H. McFadden, 

Manitoba. 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier sent tbe follow¬ 
ing telegram on Feb. 13: <f Witli refer¬ 
ence to your last memorial re extension 
of limits, will be glad to receive your 
delegation at any time." Hon D. H. 
McFadden replied on the same date: 
“Referring to your telegram of even 
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date, lion. Messrs. llogors nml Campbell 
have boon appointed to confer with your 
government regarding extension of 
boundaries. Tlioy Ionvo hero tomorrow. 
Will reach Ottawa Thursday, Feb. 10. 
Kindly notify them at Bussell house us 
to time and place for interview suitable 
to your own convenience/' 

Sir Wilfrid's reply, dated Feb. 10. was 
"Sir Wilfrid Laurior will ho glad to re¬ 
ceive you tomorrow at 12.30 in Ills of¬ 
fice, privy council chamber. (Signed) 
Itudolpho -Boudreau/' 

Tlie outcome was that the attorney- 
general and myself went to Ottawa to 
plead the cause of the province with Sir 
Wilfrid Laurtcr, knowing that, above all 
others, he had the power vested in him 
and the government which ho controlled, 
and in order that there should bo no 
misunderstanding tills statement was 
supplemented by us to tiie effect that 
the extension of the boundaries as asked 
for would carry with it no advantage or 
disadvantage to cither political party 
in this matter. I ask my lion, friend, 
the louder of the opposition, what fairer 
statement of the position would it bo 
possible for ns to have made? We were 
of course, disappointed with the reply 
received from Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Dur¬ 
ing our interview we asked, in the first 
place, that our boundaries should be 
extended west to Begina and north 
to Hudson bay, and I think in mak¬ 
ing this request wo were carrying out 
the wishes of the legislature when 
that body unanimously instructed us 
to carry on the negotiations. We were 
at once told by Sir Wilfrid that there 
was no use in our talking about ex¬ 
pansion west, and to our amazement and 
disappointment be further told us that 
that portion of the territory lying im¬ 
mediately north of the province of 
Manitoba known as Saskatchewan, was 
to be included in the new province 
then to be formed. 

Cash Stopped it 

We at once said to Sir Wilfrid Laur- 
ier: "If these arc your fixed views as 
to the boundaries of the province you 
are about to form our mission is at an 
end and wc have nothing further to dis¬ 
cuss/' ancl I think in making this state¬ 
ment wc would be endorsed by the peo¬ 
ple of the country. Sir Wilfrid then 
said, in respect to that territory north of 
Manitoba, that he would take the matter 
up with the representatives of the terri¬ 
tory who were then in Ottawa, if we 
would be good enough to wait for four 
days. What happened? We waited six 
days, but we got no word from Sir Wil¬ 
frid. It is true that during this time wo 
made it our business to find out who the 
northwest representative was, and it 


turned out to ho a Dr. Cash, Wo also 
imulo it our business to find out what 
objections Dr. Cash lmd to the extension 
of our boundaries, What do you think 
wo were told? The only reason wo heard 
was simply that Dr. Cash bad secured 
a majority of votes over his opponent 
in that particular locality, and there¬ 
fore the Ambitions of Manitoba should 
not, and would not, bo gratified in so 
far as the government at Ottawa was 
concerned. 

Sir Wilfrid's View 

That is not alone Dr, Cash's view, but 
it was n view sustained on the floor of 
parliament by Sir Wilfrid Laurier him¬ 
self. 1 am iinxious to bring to the at¬ 
tention of the house the position taken 
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in order, Mr, 
Speaker, that you may see that we have 
nothing whatever to show that he 1ms 
any intention of giving us that extra ter¬ 
ritory, even up to the present moment. 
On Feb. 21, DKJ5, Sir Wilfrid said in the 
house of commons: "But I understand 
iliat as lo a certain portion of territory 
north of Lake Wimiipcgosis and Lake 
Manitoba, the Northwest legislature 
has declared that it 1ms no pronounced 
views, and that that might be given to 
the province of Manitoba. But even 
this 1 am not prepared for my part to 
grant at this moment; because members 
representing that section today sit on 
the iloor of this house, and they and 
their people have the right to be heard 
on that, question: and if they do not 
agree to it, I do not think the parliament 
of Canada should make the grant 
against their wishes." 

The only reason for that view, as far 
as wc could learn, was that Dr. Cash 
had a majority over his opponent in this 
particular locality. 

Pea-Nut Politics 

This is a sample of the pea-nut poli¬ 
tics of the Liberal party to deprive the 
people of Manitoba of the ambition 
they possess to develop and increase 
their territory. Furthermore, I would 
like to quote Sir Wilfrid again. We 
had an election in tho constituency of 
Mountain, and we were favored during 
the contest with a visit from a great 
statesman, a gentleman standing high 
in the ranks of the Liberal party. He 
came fresh from the seat of government 
at Ottawa, and with all the weight of 
authority which was expected to attach 
to his advent. Ife told the intelligent 
electors of Mountain that lie had just 
arrived from Ottawa, and carried with 
him the good news that the settlement 
of the boundary question had been ef¬ 
fected, ancl that we were going to get 
the extension north that we asked for. 
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That gentleman was no less a person 
than Mr. 8am Jnrtkson, M.P. (Laughter.) 

Irresponsible Jackson 
This statement of Mr. Jackson’s was 
brought to the notice of Sir Wilfrid 
Lauricr, Wimt did lie say? Did lie en¬ 
dorse Jackson’s statement? On the con¬ 
trary, ho told the house that ho under¬ 
stood Mr. Jnckson and two or three other 
members lmd a little meeting, but with¬ 
out the knowledge of tlio government of 
the day, and that no notice wuutever 
could be taken of their agreement with 
respect to the extension of the bound¬ 
aries. On May 0, Sir Wilfrid spoke: 

“i could not say anything further 
than what I have already stated, that 
it is the intention at some early date, 
as soon as the provinces are organized, 
to have a conference of representatives 
of the provinces of Ontario, Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, with a view of dis¬ 
posing especially of that section of ter¬ 
ritory wiiicii is now held in reserve, 
which is part of the present territory 
of Saskatchewan, hut which was not in¬ 
cluded in the new province of Saskat¬ 
chewan, and further also in regard to 
the territory of Kccwatin. As is well 
known by my hon. friend and by mem¬ 
bers of the house generally, the province 
of Manitoba claims that they should 
have the whole of the territory of Kcc¬ 
watin added to their own province. The 
province of Ontario has, through Mr. 
Whitney, made a claim, not to that ex¬ 
tent, but exacting that no disposal of 
such territory should be made unless 
they' arc consulted in the matter. I un¬ 
derstand, and I have reason to believe 
that the province of Saskatchewan will 
lay claim to a portion of the territory. 
Of course, the province of Saskatche¬ 
wan has no voice in the matter, it can¬ 
not speak officially now, but as far as 
the attitude of those who iiave a right 
to speak for it is concerned, I expect 
that such a claim will be made. As to 
the disposal of this territory, at the 
present time, T have no suggestion to 
offer, and I do not know how far it 
would be possible fo r me even to say 
that 1 have an opinion in the matter.” 

The Only Quarrel 

Sir Wilfrid told us that he would send 
for us again. We waited for several 
days, but did not receive the request we 
anticipated. However, Mr. Campbell re¬ 
ceived the following letter from another 
gentleman, his excellency. Mgr. Sbar- 
retti, asking us to meet him, which he 
did: 

“Apostolic Delegation, 
“Ottawa, Feb. 20, 1905. 
“Tlic lion. Colin Campbell, 

“Attorney-General of Manitoba. 

“Russell House, Ottawa. 
“Honorable Sir,—I am directed 
by Ills excellency Mgr. Sbnrretti, 
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apostolic delegate to Canada, to 
write to you to say that lie would 
be pleased to sec you before your 
return to Manitoba, If you could 
llnd It convenient to come to the 
delegation. You will kindly let 
me know, If you can come and 
when you will be pleased to do so. 

“ALFRED A, SINNOTT, 

“Secretary. 

“Canal Driveway, 2 N. Hank 
street.” 

Mgr. SbnroLLi requested Mr. Camp¬ 
bell to take back to Manitoba the fol¬ 
lowing clauses, and politely intimated 
that if we would place this law in force 
on the statute books of our province, 
that from the standpoint of view of the 
Manitoba government some action on 
those lines would bo politically exped¬ 
ient, and tend to facilitate the accom¬ 
plishment of our object in making the 
request for an extension of our boun¬ 
daries: 

“Add to section 125,—(b).—And 
when In any city or town there 
shall be thirty or more Roman 
Catholic children, and also 
thirty or more non-Homan 
Catholic children or In any vil¬ 
lage more than fifteen of each «>* 
such elnsscs, tlic trustees, shall, If 
requested by a petition of parents 
or guardians of such number of 
such classes, provide separate ac¬ 
commodation for each of such 
classes and employ for them rc- 
Hoecllvcly Roman Catholic and 
non-Homan Catholic teachers. 

“Add to ficetlfln 49.—(b).—And 
when In any district there shall be 
fifteen or .more Roman Catholic 
cliildren,<' and fifteen or more 
noii-IComnn Catholic children, 
the trustees shall, if required 
by n petition of parents or 
guardians of such number of cither 
of such classes, provide separate 
accommodation for each of such 
classes and employ for them re¬ 
spectively Roman Catholic and 
non-Roman Catholic teachers.” 

1 The Point at Issue 
Tliis is. the point at which we take 
issue, claiming as we tlo that the ques¬ 
tion of the establishment of separate 
schools in this province has nothing 
whatever to do with the matter of the 
extension of our boundaries, and in this 
contention I am sure that wo are en¬ 
dorsed alike by Homan Catholics and 
Protestants in this country, and I am 
sure there is not to be found in Mani¬ 
toba one single, solitary Roman Catholic 
citizen, no matter how anxious he may 
be for the re-establishment of separate 
schools, who would come out and take 
the position that Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
takes, which is that the extension of our 
boundaries must he contingent upon the 
re-establishment of separate schools. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, there is, and 
there can he, no quarrel either between 
the government of this country and the 
Roman Catholics, or between the Roman 
Catholics and the Protestants of this 
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province, The only quarrel that exists, 
und that can exist, is between Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier us bead of the government 
at Ottawa and the citizens of Manitoba. 

Wo wailed at Ottawa a number of 
clays expecting to hear from Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier again, as promised, but nothing 
came, and we decided to write him the 
following letter: 

Bussoll House, Ottawa, Feb, 23, 
1905. 

Sir,—As wo find it necessary to 
leavo Ottawa tomorrow, wo deslro 
to refer to our intorvlow of Fri¬ 
day. the 17th. respecting Manito¬ 
ba’s claim for extension of hor 
boundaries westward and north¬ 
ward, when you wore good enough 
to suggest that if wo would come 
here for two or three days you 
would be In a position to give us 
an answer respecting same. Up 
to the present, however, we have 
heard nothing further from you, 
excepting your statement In par¬ 
liament on Tuesday last, when in¬ 
troducing your Autonomy bills, 
which we presume represents your 
fixed and Anal decision as to west¬ 
ward boundary. 

In view of Manitoba’s very 
strong claims, ns presented to you 
in the memorial unanimously 
passed by our legislature, and sup¬ 
ported and supplemented in our 
interview, we must enter, on be¬ 
half of the province, our firm pro¬ 
test against your decision in re¬ 
fusing to grant the prayer of our 
request, extension of our boun¬ 
daries westward, and exceedingly 
regret that apparently local con¬ 
siderations have deprived Manitoba 
of what she rightfully regards as 
a most just claim. 

Respecting extension northward, 
we imiNt rcspeeli'iilly urge it on 
you that this should engage your 
consideration and attention dur¬ 
ing tlie present session* 

We, of course, most emphati¬ 
cally deny tlic right of Quebec and 
Ontario having further to say In 
respect to the extension of onr 
boundaries north to James hay, or 
that they could advance any claim 
worthy of consideration that would 
necessitate delay In attaching this 
territory immediately to Manitoba. 

We regard this as exclusively a 
matter for settlement between 
your Kov^rnmcnt and Manitoba, 
We sincerely trust that upon fur¬ 
ther consideration you may sec 
your way clear to grant the re¬ 
quest we make on behalf of a 
united province. 

Yours faithfully. 

(Sgd.) It. ROGERS. 
We then waited a reasonable time, but 
no answer came, and we returned home, 
I then felt it my duty, on behalf of the 
people of Manitoba to make the state¬ 
ment of facts which I then made. I have 
nothing to regret and nothing to take 
back. I simply made a plain state¬ 
ment of tne facts, every one of 
which stands. I made the statement 
to the public press of this country, and 
in order that there may be no misunder¬ 
standing whatsoever as to my position 


and no misunderstanding between mysolf 
and my friond tbo Froo Press, I want to 
say hero and now that I wish to bo 
understood as having repeated from my 
place in tills house every single solitary 
charge which 1 made at that time as 
aguinst Sir Wilfrid Laurier. 

It is true that Sir Wilfrid Laurior un¬ 
dertook to dispute or controvert the 
statements X then made, and on which 
ho and friends engaged the attention of 
the parliament of Canada for two dayB 
in undertaking to make a defence of his 
position. Ono of the principal points 
on which ho dwelt so much was in fact 
that my statements must necessarily he 
all wrong in view of the fact that I made 
a specific statement that this legislature 
had passed a resolution yjsar after year 
asking for an extension of our boundar¬ 
ies similar to tlmt we were then asking 
for. Sir Wilfrid Laurier undertook to 
say from his place in tho house that 
in this I was absolutely incorrect, for 
no request, or no resolution had been 
received by tlic parliament of Canada 
from 1890 down to the present hour. It 
was only necessary for me to ask Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier to turn to the journals 
of the parliament of Canada, over which 
he appears to have such absolute con¬ 
trol, to clearly prove the incorrectness 
of Ids defence in this regard, as there 
he could find the resolution and re¬ 
quest previously and unanimously made 
by this legislature. We were unani¬ 
mous then in our demands, and I hope 
we are unanimous today. 

The Same Conditions 

The same conditions exist today, and 
I .now challenge any individual in this 
country, or any organ representing Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier, the Free Press included, 
to bring me face to face with one single, 
solitary syllable of my statements that 
are not absolutely correct, and in accord¬ 
ance with fact. If anything were nec¬ 
essary to substantiate my statements 
we had it in the various remarks which 
fell from hon. members in the parliament 
of Canada at that time when attempt¬ 
ing to supply the defence for Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier’s action. Alluding to that 
part of Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s statement 
wherein he went on to say that he had 
pointed out during the interview with my 
friend the attorney-general and myself, 
that we should remember that in 1884 
Sir John A. Macdonald had refused the 
extension of our boundaries, I want to 
say here now, and with all due respect 
to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, that on this point, 
as on all others, his memory must in¬ 
deed be failing him very much, for I 
am positive that the name of Sir John 
A. Macdonald was never mentioned dur¬ 
ing our interview, and certainly nothing 
respecting the refusal of a request for 
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tho extension of our boundaries on any 
proviouft occasion. 

Sir William Mulock Scored 
Still greater, Mr. Speaker, was my 
surprise to find the statement made in 
support of Sir Wilfrid Laurier by Sir 
William Mulock. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
during our interview Sir Wilfrid Laurior 
and Mr. Fitzpatrick, the minister of jus¬ 
tice, were present, ami while wo wore 
standing looking closely ot a map on 
tho wall, Sir Hilliam Mulock entered 
the room with Senator Choquette, walk¬ 
ed over to where we were standing, 
shook hands with Mr. Campbell and my¬ 
self, and apologized to Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier for not being able to remain 
to take part in the interview. Mr. Fitz¬ 
patrick jocularly remarked: “Mulock, 
you had better remain, as these gentle¬ 
men want to take nil that territory 
away immediately north of tho province 
of Ontario. 11 Sir William Mulock simply 
smiled and retired from the room. Yet, 
notwithstanding this, he rose in his place 
in the house of commons and endeav¬ 
ored to make believe that during our in¬ 
terview he had taken strong grounds; 
in fact, that before any extension of our 
boundaries could be made the province 
of Ontario should be heard. It is no 
doubt within the knowledge of hon. 
members of the house that very shortly 
after this time Sir William Mulock was 
promoted by his leader, Sir Wilfrid Lau- 
rier, to one of the highest positions in 
his gift, that of chief justice. I say, ac¬ 
cording to the standard of the Liberal 
party, he is well,qualified for the posi¬ 
tion. 

Criticizing Judges 

We are told by some individuals that 
we should be very careful to say noth¬ 
ing that will reflect on the judiciary of 
this country. I say the time has unfor¬ 
tunately passed for that condition of af¬ 
fairs when we see that the qualification 
for the judiciary of our country has to 
be considered simply on a par with other 
applications for positions in any service 
of the government, viz., that the first 
question to be considered in connection 
with such application is to what extent 
the applicant has served in the counsels 
of his party, such a9 the service, and of 
course, the special service, rendered by 
Sir William Mulock in this regard in 
coming so loyally to the assistance of 
his leader, and even going to the extent 
of making statements that are absolute¬ 
ly incorrect in order that he might main¬ 
tain and strengthen Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
in the continuation of his quibbling, 
punishing and penalizing policy as 
against our little province of Manitoba. 
(Applause.) 


A Short Memory 

Sir Wilfrid Laurior showed still fur¬ 
ther evidence of his failing memory 
when ho undertook to discuss my refer¬ 
ence to some of his former statements 
in tho province of Quebec, when up and 
down that province ho lmd bean patting 
himself on the back until he became 
round shouldered in describing to tho 
people there the credit to which ho was 
entitled for having cli'cctcd bucIi a fair 
and reasonable settlement of tho Mani¬ 
toba school question with Mr, Green- 
way and Mr. Sifton in the year 1807. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I cannot do bettor 
than quote to you Sir Wilfrid's own 
words from Hansard, in this regard: 

“The only thing I care for la 
that, whereas, under the act, 1800, 
they had not tho ^ivtlogo of teach¬ 
ing their own religion in the 
schools, by the concessions which 
have been made, whether they are 
concessions of new rights or a 
restoration of old rights, they will 
have the right hereafter of teach¬ 
ing their own religion in the prov¬ 
ince of Manitoba, 

“Well the moment X found that 
the people of Manitoba were ready 
to make concessions which practi¬ 
cally restored to the Catholics the 
right of teaching the French 
< language and of teaching their 
own religion in the schools, I sub¬ 
mitted to my fellow countrymen 
in the province of Quebec that It 
was far better to obtain those con¬ 
cessions by negotiation than to en¬ 
deavor to obtain them, by means 
*)f coercion. 

“And I venture at this moment 
to say that there is not a man in 
the province of Quebec, there is 
no:: i man In this country, who, 
locking at the settlement unbi¬ 
assed and unprejudiced, will not 
come to the conclusion that it was 
a happy solution of a very di.ti- 
cult situation Indeed/* 

Now, Mr. *Speaker, I could understand 
to some extent at all events Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier’s actions today providing 
the government of this country were 
guilty of failure on their part to carry 
out the law as provided for this pro¬ 
vince by Sir Wilfrid Laurier in 1807, 
and about which he was apparently 
then so proud. However, I am pleased 
to note that no charge of failure in 
this regard as against the government 
of this province has been made. On 
the contrary, Mr. Speaker, we are some¬ 
times charged with being guilty of be¬ 
ing too liberal in our interpretation and 
administration of this law. As for my 
own part let me say here and now that 
1 have at all times endeavored to be a 
good friend to the Roman Catholic peo¬ 
ple of this province, and Mr. Speaker 
let me say more, and it is this that T 
hope I will ever remain as such. Wo 
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have no quarrel with ilio J’unnun Ca¬ 
tholic people, ami there h no reason 
in this mutter why any question as be¬ 
tween Jtomun Catholics and Protestants 
should be discussed at all. Whut wo 
havo to complain of now is simply, and 
again, Mr. Speaker, allow me to re¬ 
pent, the altitude as taken by Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier in that he apparently makes 
the extension of our boundaries contin¬ 
gent on our rc-catablisliment of sep¬ 
arate schools. We refused when at Ot¬ 
tawa to havo those two questions set¬ 
tled together, and there is no reason 
■why they should ho. Yet we have the 
direct statement from Sir Wilfrid l.nur- 
ier's own personal organ in the province 
of Quebec that such is the case. My 
friend the attorney-general and myself 
were aware of the position taken by this 
organ during our mission at Ottawa, and 
this was what first created alarm in 
our minds ns to what would be the out¬ 
come of that mission. Jt was pointed 
out to us that there was apparently no 
doubt as to tlio fact that Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier was absolutely in control of 
the be Soleil newspaper. The paper it¬ 
self made the statement clear in the is¬ 
sue of Pch. 21 ns follows: 

“We declare once for all that Lo Soleil 
is the organ of the Liberal party, and 
by that fact is under the direction and 
absolute control of Sir Wilfrid Laur- 
ier. Tlio supporters of Sir Wilfrid 
and those who nll'irm themselves to be 
such, are begged to lake notice of the 
present declaration.” 

Tliis is the paper that on Feb. 17, the 
very day on which my friend the at¬ 
torney-general and myself were having 
this famous interview with Sir Wil¬ 
frid Lnurier and Mr. Fitzpatrick made 
the following statement: 

«Iii proportion to Iicr n!«- 

tvrH Manitoba will count as little 
more than a lmw county. 

“This is one of tlic reasons in¬ 
voked by Manitoba's delegates to 
obtain an enlargement of her ter¬ 
ritory. 

“There is another. Quebec and 
Ontario have extended their limits, 
the one -to the west, the other to 
the east, to attain on the north 
the shores of domes Hay. 

“Manitoba aspires to the shores 
of Hudson hay. on the northeast. 

It would 1>e necessary to with¬ 
draw her boundaries several hun¬ 
dred miles towards the north, to 
cut the district of Saskatchewan 
mid jltlifiliaskn. and encircle that 
of Keewatin. 

“Manitoba is for treble 

her existing; territory. 

“This enlargement I* hardly 

possible. 

“The district of Saskatchewan 
opposes tt, at least the part di¬ 
rectly interested. 

“The linanees of Manitoba in 
their actual state are not made to 
attract the free residents of the 
districts. Manitoba lias n debt of 


$ 1 , 000 , 000 , The school IcglMlittlou 
of the little province Is not of u 
nature to attract (lie ImiiifKrimfN 
wlio people the districts. The 
northwest litis Its separate schools. 
Manitoba Inis abolished them, 
“livery good net hits Its reward, 
every laid act Its chastisement* 
“Manitoba will remain lowest 
with lier pretentious 1iiw.” 

Why Not Aspire? 

Nmv, Mr. Speaker, wo Jmvo seen the 
reasons given hy this newspaper why 
the claims of Manitoba should not bo 
considered. First of all they say that 
Manitoba aspires to the shores of Hud¬ 
son liny upon the northwest, and that 
in asking for this Manitoba is ask¬ 
ing for territory treble her size. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, I would Jiko to know why 
wo wore not justified in this request. 
In the province of British Columbia 
thev havo 350,000 odd square miles, 
Quebec has JM0,000 odd square miles, 
Ontario has 222.000 odd squazo miles, 
Saskatchewan 250,000 odd square miles, 
and Alberta 250,000 odd square miles, 
while Manitoba stands a little ovcr OO,- 
000 square miles. I say wo avo entitled 
to lie on a par with tlio other provinces, 
and ns such wo would not only bo en¬ 
titled to treble the size, but to four 
times our present size, and thou we 
would be less than the two new pro¬ 
vinces formed last year. 'This paper 
goes on to say that Saskatchewan op¬ 
poses the extensions, at least the part 
directly interested opposes it. We de¬ 
nied when in Ottawa, and we deny now, 
that Saskatchewan or Ontario should 
have anything whatever to say in re¬ 
spect to the extension of our bound¬ 
aries. This is simply a matter between 
Sir Wilfrid Laurior and his government 
and the people of Manitoba. However, 
this statement in Lc Soleil bears out 
exactly the position taken by Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier which T quoted to this 
house, ns made b # v him on Feb. 21 and 
May 0 last, and the only reason which 
we could learn for his readiness to ad¬ 
vance Ihc idea that Saskatchewan was 
opposed to this territory was because 
he was obliged to acknowledge that the 
legislature—speaking of the Northwest 
Territories and with authority in this 
matter—admitted that they had no ob¬ 
jection years before to this territory 
becoming attached to Manitoba. Yet 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was ready to quib¬ 
ble and give this authority not only 
through his paper, but from his place 
in the house as a reason why, and the 
only excuse that we could learn, for 
his action in this regard while at Ot- 
taiva was that Dr. Cash, the member for 
that territory, objected simply on the 
ground that lie had the good fortune 
to secure a majority of votes in that 
locality over his opponent Dr. Patrick. 
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Unmanly Statement* 

Tlio next statement in this newspap¬ 
er is to Urn ejl'eet Umt llminees of Mani¬ 
toba in tiioir actual state are not iniuio 
to attract residents to the district, and 
that Manitoba 1ms a debt of $4,000,000, 
Now, Mr. Speaker, what more unfair, 
more unmanly statements, could Sir 
Wilfrid Lauricr and his organ bo guilty 
of as against this country Uinii this re¬ 
ference to our financial position, for T 
want to say hero and now Mr. Speaker, 
that as a province wo stand in the proud 
position today of being able to show that 
our financial position, notwithstanding 
the manner in which wc have been han¬ 
dicapped and treated, stands equal in 
tlic money markets of the world with 
the financial position of any other pro¬ 
vince forming part of the confederation 
of our Dominion* When at any time 
wo find it necessary to place our bonds 
on tbc money markets of the world wo 
find them being sought after by finan¬ 
cial institutions which look into the 
soundness of the finances of every coun¬ 
try, and wc arc able to secure us high 
a rate for our securities as that secured 
by any other province in any other part 
of Canada. 

Separate Schools 

Then those statements of Le Solid 
wind up by the statement that the 
northwest has had separate schools, and 
that Manitoba has abolished them, that 
every good act has its reward and every 
bad act its chastisement^ and that our 
little province is to remain least of all 
with our present law. Now, Mr. Speak¬ 
er, this is the condition of which wc had 
to complain, and of which wc complain 
today, wc deny the right of Sir 
Wilfrid Lauricr and his government to 
continue their penalizing policy, and 
punishing us as they nre doing. It is 
true as quoted by Lo Soleil tlmt north¬ 
west territories had its separate schools, 
and it is equally true that Sir Wilfrid 
Lauricr and Mr. Fitzpatrick, the minis¬ 
ter of justice, have during the last few 
months by a course which reflects no 
credit either on their honor, or upon 
their standing as public men in this 
country, taken away from this province 
that great territory known as Keewatin 
which was annexed to Manitoba in 1S70, 
and which we have looked after and 
governed from that time down until the 
present, and Mr. Speaker, the only rea¬ 
son why they adopted this course was 
simply "for the purpose of establishing 
a system of separate schools in that 
great territory. Now, Mr. Speaker, the 
question is naturally asked how has this 
been brought about? Let me point out 
to you in the first place that when the 
Keewatin act was introduced into the 


parliament of Canada, the ITon. Kdward 
Blake, then minister of justice ex¬ 
plained its meaning and effect to Unit 
parliament, and in so doing ho used the 
following language: 

“lie pointed out UN nooii iin Hie 
Jminxliirk** «,i' Ontario it ltd tlio 
Northwest Icrritorli’N (meaning 
Manitoba), won settled, the ques¬ 
tion would Immediately urine 
whether a portion of the territory 
for present purposes annexed to 
Manitoba, would belong to tbat 
province. If not annexed to Mani¬ 
toba It would be under the Juris- 
rifHfon of the government at Tort 
roily (the then Neat of govern¬ 
ment). If thlN territory In annex¬ 
ed to Manitoba the Iowm of tbat 
province relating to hoIiooIm will 
apply to It. If re-annexed to the 
Northwest territories, clause 11 of 
the net of liiNt session will apply.” 

“Annin, on the third reading of 
the bill, llie same gentleman saldt 

“If the territories were attach¬ 
ed to MnnHolia, they would l»e 
subject to the laws of that prov¬ 
ince} If to the northwest, they 
would come under tlie eleventh 
clause of the act of last session,'* 

“I might explain that ’the clause 
11 referred to Is the section of the 
Northw’CNt Territories act empow¬ 
ering and authorizing the estab¬ 
lishing of separate schools.** 

So that you can sec from this state¬ 
ment, Mr. Speaker, as made by Mr. 
Blake that when the time should arrive 
for the disposition of this great Kce- 
watin territory, or any portion thereof, 
that any part coming under the law of 
the province of Manitoba would be sub¬ 
ject to the school law of this province, 
and that* any part becoming annexed to 
the Northwest Territories would come 
under the school law of such territory. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, what happens? Af¬ 
ter the province of Saskatchewan was 
formed and the lines laid down, Sir Wil¬ 
frid Laurier and Mr. Fitzpatrick, the 
minister of justice, brought* in a bill to 
provide for that very small strip of 
land of the Northwest Territories which 
was left out of the province of Saskat¬ 
chewan and which lay between that 
province and the territory of Keewatin. 
Now, this bill provided that that very 
small portion of the northwest should 
become attached to the Keewatin dis¬ 
trict, and let me quote Mr. Fitzpatrick 
in the house of commons. He said on 
Wednesday, May 17: 

"All the bills that stand in my 
name on the order paper, as well 
ns the two bills which stand in 
the name of my hon. friend the 
minister of the interior (Mr. Oli¬ 
ver), and the one bill which 
stands in the name of my hon. 
friend t.he minister of agriculture 
(Mr. Fisher), are necessary legis¬ 
lation in view of the autonomy 
bills that have .lust been intro¬ 
duced. I might as well, with the 
permission of the house, explain 
all the bills at the same time. 
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By tho bill respecting tho District 
ol' Mackenzie it la proposed to 
erect into u district, wJUi a con¬ 
stitution based upon that of tho 
District of Keewatin, tho territory 
to tho north of tho now provinces 
and extending to tho Arctic ocean, 
The bill to amend tho Koowutin 
act will add to tho present dis¬ 
trict of Kcowatin (X) thoso parts 
of tho provisional districts of 
Saskatchewan and Atimbaska 
which aru not Jncludod In tho 
provinces of Saskatchewan; (2) 
tho corresponding strip of tho pres¬ 
ent provisional district of Mac¬ 
kenzie which is not to bo lncludod 
in the now district; and (3) tho 
territory lying to tho oast of tho 
district of Kcowatin as now con¬ 
stituted and extending to Hudson 
bay.” 


A Different Plan 

Mr. Speaker, this means that if that 
portion of the northwest was attached 
to Keewatin it would come under the 
control, to certain extent, at all events, 
of Manitoba, the same ns Keewatin has 
been for thirty years. However, this 
evidently whs not going to suit the pur¬ 
pose of the minister of justice and he 
discovered a different plan, which he 
announced to the house of commons on 
June 20, 1885, in the following words: 

"I wish to say that it is my in¬ 
tention to drop bill (No. 157) re¬ 
specting the district of Mackenzie, 
and bill (No. 158) to amend the 
Keewatin act. I do not think 
these bills will be necessary in 
view of the amendments which I 
propose to make to the Northwest 
Territories act. I am making 
provision for another system of 
government than that which we 
hnrl in contemplation at the time 
these bills were introduced for 
that portion of the Territories 
which remains undisposed of by 
the autonomy bills. The intention 
is practically to unite all the Ter¬ 
ritories. with the exception of 
lCcewatln, under the administra¬ 
tion of the govcrnor-in-council. I 
move that these orders be dis¬ 
charged.” 


A Different Bill 

You will observe that lie told the 
house that lie was bringing in another 
bill of a different sort' providing for the 
government of this northwest territory 
other than that of connecting it with 
Keewatin. At the same time, Mr. 
Speaker, he distinctly made clear to the 
house that this Keewatin territory was 
to be exempt from the operation of this 
act, and further than that in his own 
act as passed and assented to on July 
20, 1905, he makes it clear that the Kee¬ 
watin district is to be exempt from the 
operation of this act, and let me, Mr. 
Speaker, quote the act itself in order 
that there may be no misunderstand¬ 
ing: 


4-0 Edwnrd VII, 

Cliup, 27. 

An Act to amend tho Act Rospoct- 
ing tho Northwest Territories, 
(Assented to 20th July, 1005.) 
Ills majesty, by and with tho 
advice and consont of tho sonata 
and houso of commons of Canada, 
enacts as follows: 

. 1. Tills act may bo cltod ns tho 
Northwest Territories Amendment 
uct, 1005. 


. 2. Tho oxprosslon “tho said act” 
in this act shall moan the North¬ 
west Territories act and all 
amendments thereto. 


3. Tho Northwest Territories 
shall Jioroafter comprise the terri¬ 
tories formerly known as Rupert's 
Land and the Northwestern Terri¬ 
tory, except such portions thoroof 
us iorm tho provinces of Manitoba, 
buskatchownn and Alberta, tho 
district of Kcowatin and the Yu- 
£°P«i £ ol K lto f y * together with all 
British territories and possessions 
in North America and all islands 
adjacent to any such territories or 
possessions except tho colony of 
Newfoundland and its dependen¬ 
cies. 


Double Dealing 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I hope I have made 
it clear to this house and I trust clear 
to the people of this country, that in 
every statement, and even in the act 
itself, there was no doubt or uncertainty 
in so far as it could be made clear by 
Mr. Fitzpatrick by his own words or by 
legislation of tho parliament of Canada, 
that the legislation lie was introducing 
entirely exempted the district of Kee¬ 
watin from its operation. Yet what 
do we find happens? And this is where 
I say that Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. 
Fitzpatrick are guilty of the charge of 
tlio most serious double dealing that lias 
ever been laid at the door of any pub¬ 
lic men in this Dominion of Canada. 
And what do you think, Mr. Speaker, 
they do? After all the evidence which 
I have presented to you. and the trouble 
to which they appear to have 
gone to make it clear to the 
house as I said before that the 
Keewatin district was exempt from 
the operation of Mr. Fitzpatrick’s leg¬ 
islation, they undertook four days after 
the passing of the act which I have 
just quoted to issue a proclamation in 
the official organ, the Canada Gazette, 
under which they deliberately removed 
and took from oiir province of Manitoba 
all our rights and all our claims which 
we liad to the Keewatin district as a 
result of our managing the affairs of 
that great territory for thirty long 
years. 

How Is It Possible 

Now, Mr. Speaker, you naturally ask 
how this could he possible. Well, sir, 
it was accomplished in this way: In 
the old act governing the Keewatin 
district the following clause appeared: 
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"Provided always, that tho gov-* 
ornor-ln-counoll may, by pro¬ 
clamation published In tho Canada 
Gusjotto. at any time when It ap¬ 
pears tn tho public advantarto to 
do ho, dotach any portion of tho 
Hulft district therefrom and ro-a»- 
nox it to that part of the North- 
woHt Territories of Canada not In¬ 
cluded In tho said district: and 
the portion no (IcIiicIumI Hlinll llieii 
lie Niibjm io die niiiiio ifovern- 
iiient mill Ihwm iin 'Hint part of tho 
Nortlnviwt Terrllork’n of Canuda 
to which ft In rc-iiiinexcil.” 


The Public Advantage! 

Now, Mr, Speaker, you will observe 
that at any time when it appears to be 
to tho public advantage of Canada, u 
portion of the Keewatin territory, not 
it all mark you, could be detached from 
Keewatin and attached to the North¬ 
west Territories, But, Mr. Speaker, 
even this had to be dono when such an 
act could appear to be in the public in¬ 
terest. Now, sir, what position docs this 
leave Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his minis¬ 
ter of justice in? It leaves thorn in this 
position, that they themselves, by their 
own statement on the ttoor of parlia¬ 
ment, by their own act passed on July 
20 , declared that it was not in the pub¬ 
lic interest that this territory should 
become attached to that portion £a® 
Northwest Territories which was then 
being disposed of. And yet, Mr. Speaker, 
notwithstanding this declaration in the 
Canada Gazette, they took advantage of 
an unfair interpretation of tins clause 
to rob Manitoba of this great territory. 
And for what purpose, Mr. Speaker? 
No doubt for the purpose which is named 
in the latter part of the clause in which 
it says that the portion so detached 
shall then he subject to the same gov¬ 
ernment and laws as that part of the 
Northwest Territories of Canada to 
which it is reannexed. 


What It Means 

Now what docs this mean, Mr* 
Speaker, in so far as our position is con¬ 
cerned? I cannot do better, perhaps, 
than quote to this house the interpreta¬ 
tion, meaning, and effect as laid down 
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier himself. When 
discussing the autonomy bills on May 0, 
he took the position that— 

“No; there is no need of a leg¬ 
islature, because there is no popu¬ 
lation. Keewatin has been - ad¬ 
ministered for thirty years by the 
province of Manitoba.” 

And further:— 

“I take the position that the 
constitution makes it imperative 
for us to respect separate schools 
wherever they exist,” 

Double School Law 


What does this mean, Mr. Speaker? It 
clearly means that whatever extension 
of our boundaries we may get, if we 


over gob any according to tlio principle 
as laid down by Sir Wilfrid Laurier wo 
must, and under no other terms can it 
bo possible for us to secure un exten¬ 
sion of our boundaries without first our 
accepting tho principle of separate 
schools in that territory. Therefore our 
position will be simply this in so far 
apparently as it is possible for Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier to make it, that should 
wo even now get an extension, it would 
bo necessary to have a double school 
law, one for the territory so added and 
tho law as it exists at the present time 
in this province. All this quibbling of 
Sir Wilfrid Lnurioris can carry with it 
no other interpretation. Tho difficulties 
which he anticipates with respect to tho 
objections as offered by Dr. Cash for 
that district north of this province, as 
well as his desire to have Ontario lay 
claim to a portion of this Keewatin ter¬ 
ritory, carries with it tho samo meaning. 
Wo denied last year, and wo deny now, 
the right of Ontario to liavo anything 
whatever to soy in regard to this mat¬ 
ter, for the simple reason that when a 
we had our dispute with Ontario ip * 
ISS3-4 in respect to the eastern boun¬ 
dary, and when the matter was carried 
to the judicial committee of the privy 
council and finally settled, and in which 
as you all know we were unfortunate 
enough to lose that very valuable ter¬ 
ritory lying east between the present 
boundary and Thunder bay, yet, sir, 
the public records go to show that at 
that time with Sir Oliver Mowatt as 
leader of the government of Ontario a 
request was made to the secretary of 
state for the Dominion of Canada to 
have the northern boundary of the 
province of Ontario where it stands to¬ 
day, finally fixed then and forever. The 
Dominion government accepted this re¬ 
quest as made by the government of 
the province of Ontario, confinned the 
request and forwarded the same to the 
house of commons of Canada for their 
confirmation. Therefore by their own 
act and their own request the northern 
boundaries of the province of Ontario 
have been fixed for all time, and On¬ 
tario lias no standing to make any re¬ 
quest. It is true that Sir Wilfrid Lau¬ 
rier, if he wishes, for reasons of his own, 
and for reasons no doubt which I have 
described, desires to give them the terri¬ 
tory north of their present boundary, 
he can give it. As I have stated, Mr. 
Speaker, already, Sir Wilfrid Laurier has 
full and complete power in his own 
hands and the hands of the government 
to alter this boundary just when' he 
likes, and to what extent he wishes. 

Little Reason to Hope 
But, Mr. Speaker, according to Sir 
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Wllfrkl Lander's muni* altitude to¬ 
wards this province, wo have littlo reas¬ 
on to liopo for any tiling that will bo of 
lament to ns at the hands of the gov¬ 
ernment at Ottawa, Wo have the open, 
clear, distinct, declaration as made by 
Sir Wilfrid Lauder's own personal or¬ 
gan, and about this, Mr, Speaker, there 
can bo no doubt, because we had the evi¬ 
dence of it most clear and distinct just 
a few days ago ns to thu absolute con¬ 
trol and management of Lo Soleil news¬ 
paper by Sir Wilfrid Lauder, They 
had a. littlo row, Mr, Speaker, of their 
own in the province of Quebec when 
Senator Clioquctto was evidently of¬ 
fended by Sir Wilfrid Lauder's inter¬ 
ference in a municipal contest in which 
he was engaged. Sir Wilfrid sent the 
following telegram: 

"I liavo refused up to the pres¬ 
ent to Intercom in tho municipal 
contest In Quebec, bill In view of 
the complicated conditions of the 
situation, I think that In the gen¬ 
eral Interest of the party you 
should withdraw your candida¬ 
ture,” 

'l*o which Senator Choquotto 
replied: "At your request and as 
you say In the interests of tho 
purtv. 1 retire from the municipal 
contest. I desire also to return 
to you the control and direction 
of Le Soldi.” 


Well Established 

Therefore 1 think I have established 
to this house and to this country a 
statement dear, full and complete 
ia on'ucfc that Sir Wilfrid Luurior is 
undoubtedly responsible and unswcrublo 
for tho utterance of every syllable ap¬ 
pearing in that newspaper. Thank heaven, 
Mr, Speaker, tho day is not far off 
when no public man in Canada, aitlior 
through his own organ or by his ac¬ 
tions, can continue to regard the good 
citizens of our littlo province simply 
us bustard members in the confedera¬ 
tion of our grout Dominion. Wo ask 
for no favors, Wo look for none. Wo 
expect none. We want none. Wo 
have pleaded for simple justice and fair 
play. This for the present lias been 
denied us. We may for tho present 
have to wait a while, but not long. It 
is true wo may liavo to wait to sec 
flic present, administration at Ottawa 
politically dead and politically damned. 
When this day arrives and a Conser¬ 
vative administration rises in their 
place, we can then depend ns citizens 
of the province upon securing equal 
liberty, cqunl rights and equal fair play 
in common with all other good citizens 
in all other provinces that now form 
tho great confederation of our grand 
Dominion of Canada. (Loud applause.) 


















